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East Sussex Children’s Integrated Therapy Service  

Encouraging Talking 
 

Children learn language from hearing others use it so you need to think about 

the way you use language and the sort of ‘model’ you are providing. 

 

 If the child says a word add another to model language e.g.: “mummy” – “yes – 

mummy reading”. 

 

 Use Vocabulary that is relevant to the child. 

 

 Don’t make your sentences too complicated. 

 

 Talk about the here and now not, for example, “what did you do at the 

weekend”.  Talk about what the child is interested in. 

 

 Don’t ask too many questions such as ‘What’s that? Yes, and what colour is 

it?’ 

 

 Avoid work on colours, numbers, letters and shapes if the child has poor 

language skills. 

 

 Give the child a need to talk rather than just responding to a series of 

questions that you already know they can answer. 

 

 Use open-ended statements e.g. ‘I can see a …… dog’, to encourage a child to 

join in. 

 

 Pause – give the child a chance to talk. 

 

 Watch out for the use of non-specific language such as ‘that’ ‘it’ ‘he’. That can 

be a sign that the child does not know the word, a lack of vocabulary. 


