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Learning New Words 
 

Why is it important? 

 

 Helps your child understand what you are talking about 

 Helps your child talk about all the things they are interested in 

 Helps your child to make friends and play with other children 

 Reduces frustration and prevents difficult behaviours 

 Your child will need to understand the words before using them  

 

Tips 
 

Encourage your child to learn new words by … 

 

 Grouping words into topics such as: 

- body parts  - food 

- clothes  - social words (e.g. hi, bye etc) 

- animals  - function words (e.g. more, help) 

- transport 

- toys 

- actions  

 

 Focusing on a few new words at a time 

 Repeating new words in a lot of different situations 

 Linking new words to words your child is already using e.g. if your 

child knows the word “shoes” you might introduce the word “socks” 

 Using new words when your child is looking at / playing with the 

object 

 Modelling the correct word if your child makes a mistake 

 Praising your child when they try to say a new word – even if some 

of the sounds are muddled up 
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Activities For Learning New Words 

 

Songs and Rhymes – for example… 

“This is the way we………” (to teach action words) 

“Heads, shoulders, knees and toes” (to teach body parts) 

“Old MacDonald had a farm” (to teach animals) 

 

Feely Bags – put objects from the same topic in a bag and name  

them as your child takes them out  

 

Make A Scrap Book – look through catalogues and magazines and 

cut out topic pictures 

 

Kims Game – put a few objects from the same topic on a tray, cover 

the tray, remove an object and ask “What’s missing?” 

 

Books and Puzzles – books and inset puzzles are often topic based. 

For example, they might have an animal, transport or food them  

 

Naming Walk – draw your child’s attention to things you can see  

when out and about. 

 

Craft Activities – draw, colour, stick, paint, make out of playdough  

the new word being learned e.g. cat, dog, apple, orange etc. 

 

Posting / Hide and Seek –post pictures of animals / clothes etc or  

hide objects around the room or in sand or flour for the child to  

find. 

 

Dressing Up Games – to help teach body part words and clothing 

words.   

 

 Teddy Bears Picnic / Shopping Games – to teach new food words. 

 

 Sorting Games – encourage your child to sort objects / pictures  

 into topic groups.  For example, put all the animal pictures together  

          and all the food pictures together. 

 

 


