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Stages of Expressive Language Development

3 months e Cooing.

6-9 months e Babbling, e.g. "da da, ma ma"” then “da, ba da".
o Plays speech/gesture games like 'pat-a-cake’,
'peek-a-boo’, 'round and round the garden'’.

e Jargon- rubbish talk.

9-12 months o Imitates adults’ playful vocalisations

12-18 months o First words, uses 2-20 recognisable words.

e Continues to use jargon.

¢ Beginning to ‘echo’ last or prominent word
addressed to him.

18-2 years e Continues to use jargon during play.

e Uses about 50 recognisable words.

e Begins to use two word alternates, eg.
"Mummy go“, "move car”, etc.

e Asks names of objects.

e Refers to self by name.

e Repeats names of parts of the body.

o 'Echoed' speech increases.

o Imitates animal noises etc.

2-2  years e Jargon disappears.

e Echoing continues.

e Vocabulary of 50-200 words.

e Two-three word phrases.

e Begins to use prepositions, eg. Big, little, on &
in.

2 3 -3 years e Vocabulary increases to 200 words.

e Uses pronouns; I, me, you. Uses plurals eg.
Dogs, cars, toys.

¢ Names at least one colour.

e Asks questions. What? Where? Who?

e Carries on simple conversation.

4-5 years e Uses 6-8 word sentences.

o Defines nouns by use.

e Asks the meaning of abstract words.
e Uses conjunctions eg. 'and’, 'but’.




