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Stages of Understanding Language  

 

 
 

10-12 months 

 

 

 Understands ‘No’ and ‘Bye bye’’. 

 Turns to own name. 

 Understands several words with correct gesture, eg. “Come here” 

and beckon, “Give it to daddy” and point to object. 

12-18 months 

 

 

 Points to familiar objects on requests. 

 Understands and obeys simple commands, eg. “Shut the door”, “Get 

your shoes” etc. 

 Shows own or doll’s eyes, hair, shoes etc.  

1 ½ years 

 

 Plays meaningfully with small doll’s house sized toys etc. 

 Can select small representative toys, eg. Chair, table, bed, on 

command. 

 Can  select named pictures 

 Can match real objects to pictures. 

 Enjoys listening to rhymes and tries to  

 join in. 

2-2 ½ 

 

 Responds to simple two part direction, e.g. “Put the doll on the bed”, 

without gesture. 

 Enjoys familiar stories from books. 

 Understands action words, e.g. Sit, run, etc. 

 Matches small toys to pictures. 

2 ½ - 3 years  

 

 Selects objects by use, eg. “Which one do we eat”, “Which one do 

we sit on?” 

 Matches gestures to pictures. 

 Understands big and little, eg. ”Show me the big car”. 

3-4 years   Listens to long stories. 

 Understands some prepositions such as: in, on under, up, down, in-

front and behind. 

 Understands adjectives such as size colour, numbers, eg. “Show me 

the blue car”, “Where’s the longest pencil?”, “Give me two apples”. 

 Understands ‘Not’, eg. “Which spoon is not in the cup”. 

 Understands more complex instruction, eg. “Give me the biggest 

blue car”. 


